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LEXINGTON, N.C. — A life insurance (search) company cheated the wido\
driver Dale Earnhardt (search) out of millions of dollars by refusing to pay
her lawyer said in the opening statements of a civil trial Wednesday.

The insurer, United of Omaha (search), argued the $3.7 million policy was nev
Earnhardt had not taken the required physical before he died in a crash at the C

"We made a fair decision. We made a reasonable decision. There's no question
unpopular decision, but we did what we're supposed to do based on what occur
lawyer Stephen Coles told the jury.

Richard Childress Racing took out the policy on Earnhardt's behalf and had mat
premium payment. It received a second bill just two days before Earnhardt died
on Feb. 18, 2001.

John Morrow, lawyer for Earnhardt's widow, Teresa, accused the insurer of failil
investigate the claim.

But Coles countered that despite the payment, the policy hadn't attached to the
Earnhardt, one of the most popular drivers in the history of stock-car racing, bec
requests to undergo a physical.
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[ ‘ ‘ _l  "Just because somebody files an application doesn't mean
' [ f s ‘%____}' they get a policy,” Coles said. "It's not automatic. It's
STORIES especially not automatic when it's the amount of money in
NASCAR Wipeout Cripples 25 this case."
Cars
Gordon Wins Aaron's 499 Nextel
Cup
Grrr! NASCAR Nation, Hanoi Jane
VIDEO

The Real Deal: NASCAR Nation

* See Next Story in U.S. & World E-Mail  Print
-Mai rin

Share:

http://www.foxnews.com/story/0,2933,157672,00.html 12/9/2008



FOXNews.com - Earnhardt's Widow Sues Insurance Company for Million... Page 3 of 4

e —— - TR
+ AUTOS SRR GRv oy loan o "
+ MORTGAGES & CarsDirect Baank
Find a Car Find

Celebrity News Lifesty

http://www.foxnews.com/story/0,2933,157672,00.html 12/9/2008



FOXNews.com - Earnhardt's Widow Sues Insurance Company for Million... Page 4 of 4

News Alerts RSS Feeds

L1

Make FOXNews.com Your Home Page Careers

Home | U.S. | World | Politics | FOX News Polls | Business | Health | SciTech | Ent

Radio | Mobile | FOX & Friends | Live Desk | StudioB | YourWorld | Special Report | FOX Re
FNC iMag | FOXFan | News Archive | FOX Around The World | ContactUS | !

Advertise on FOXNews.com .FOX News Channel , and FOX News Radio Jobs af
Terms of use. Privacy Statement. For FOXNews.com comments write to foxnewsonline@foxnews.com: For
This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed. © 2008 FOX News Networl

http://www.foxnews.com/story/0,2933,157672,00.html 12/9/2008



